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Commentary...

A salute to Sisters Fire District

By Felix Felde

Guest Columnist

Readers of The Nugget
have likely heard of the
Circle of Friends organi-
zation here in Sisters, and
may even be aware of the
group’s incredible efforts
to improve the lives of kids
by providing a mentor who
agrees to be matched with
a young person and spend
quality time with them each
week. I am fortunate to be
one of those mentors, and
while I initially had some
trepidation about making a
long-term commitment (as
well as my qualifications
for doing so), I’ve been
matched with a delightful
fourth grade boy with whom
I’ve already shared many
fun activities.

On one of our “hangout
days” we visited the Sisters
fire station and inquired
about getting a quick tour,
just to give my mentee an
inside look at what our
firefighters and EMTs do.
Fortunately, there were no
emergencies at the time that
required the crew’s immedi-
ate attention, and we were
introduced to Captain Jeff
Liming and the station chief,
as well as half a dozen other
firefighters in various stages
of their careers. Every
one of them greeted us
warmly and thanked us for
visiting.

Captain Jeff and fire-
fighter Georgia took the
time to give us a thorough
tour of the Sisters facility,
explaining what each piece
of equipment was, how it
helps protect our town and
how it’s maintained. They
were extremely gener-
ous with their time, even
bringing out an air pack
and strapping it on to my

mentee to demonstrate the
weight and bulk of one of
the many tools that our fire-
fighters use on a regular
basis.

We got to climb into a
fire truck, a support vehicle,
and an ambulance, with
Captain Jeff narrating all the
way. He also showed us the
workout room, bunk rooms,
and even the kitchen where
firefighters take their meals,
as well as the pole they slide
down to quickly access their
gear and vehicles when an
alarm sounds. Yes, they
really do use those. The
overall experience was far
beyond any expectation I
may have had for our visit.

The captain spent more
than an hour with us and
captured my mentee’s atten-
tion the entire time (no
small feat with a 10-year-
old child). When we left, I
thought he could not pos-
sibly have done more to
engage the interest and
admiration of a young boy.
But I was wrong.

A few days later, we
received a call at Circle of
Friends from the fire sta-
tion, indicating that they
had a gift they wanted to
present to my mentee. It
turned out to be a lovely
handmade, boy-sized quilt
in a firehouse theme, truly
a wonderful keepsake that
lit up the eyes of my little
buddy. It was accompanied
by a handwritten note thank-
ing us for visiting and com-
mending his obvious inter-
est and good manners.

Naturally, we wanted
to extend our thanks to
Captain Jeff and the rest of
the crew at the station, so in
our next hangout together,
my mentee created a very
nice note expressing his
gratitude, complete with a

The overall experience
was far beyond any
expectation | may have
had for our visit.

hand-drawn version of the
fire station’s logo. When we
brought it into the office,
Captain Jeff happened to be
on shift again. He greeted
us as if we were old friends,
then proceeded to take us
around to several other areas
at the station that we hadn’t
visited before. Once again,
my kiddo was completely
engaged, asking questions
and absorbing information
like a sponge.

What started out as a
whim and a hope that we
might get a brief peek inside
the fire station turned out
to be multiple experiences
that will always be remem-
bered, and may even be
an inspiration for a future
career for my mentee one
day. What is certain is that
Captain Jeff and the rest of
the folks at the station made
a deep impression on both
of us. They demonstrated
that they not only help keep
us safe and respond to the
gravest emergencies when
we need them most, but
they also contribute to the
health and well-being of our
residents in very personal
ways.

Our heartfelt thanks
to all the caring souls at
the Sisters Fire Station.
We have a new and well-
deserved respect for each
and every one of them, and
we are very fortunate indeed
to have them watching out
over us and contributing so
much positive energy to our
community
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An airlift operation took two skiers, one of them injured, off of South

Sister last week.

Skiers airlifted
from mountain

Rescuers airlifted out two
skiers who got stranded on
South Sister on the afternoon
of Tuesday, March 11.

Deschutes County
Sheriff’s Office Search and
Rescue (SAR) responded to a
call about two skiers stranded
on South Sister — one of
them injured. Attempts to
contact the skiers by phone
were unsuccessful, so SAR
teams began coordinating a
rescue.

By 2:38 p.m., the Sheriff’s
Office SAR Incident
Management Team was acti-
vated to help plan the mis-
sion. At 4:51 p.m., two SAR
members were flown to the
mountain by an AirLink
helicopter, and by 5:12 p.m.,
they had spotted the skiers,
and were searching for a
place to land.

SAR members had
reached the skiers, men aged

19 and 20, from Salt Lake
City, Utah. Moments later,
an Oregon Army National
Guard HH-60 Black Hawk
helicopter arrived overhead.
The Army National Guard
helicopter successfully
picked up both the injured
skier and their companion
and transported them to St.
Charles Medical Center in
Bend.

Meanwhile, the two rescu-
ing SAR members remained
near the south edge of the
Lewis Glacier. They skied
down South Sister to another
SAR team on snowmobiles
who delivered them back to
Dutchman Sno-Park.

“This rescue was a team
effort, and we appreciate
the help from AirLink and
the Oregon Army National
Guard in getting these skiers
to safety,” Sheriff Kent van
der Kamp said in a statement.
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$100/night for any historic cabin
$200/night for any luxury cabin
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lakecreeklodge.com
541.588.2150

13375 SWFSRd. 1419
Camp Sherman, OR

Sunday - Thursday 2 night minimum

Promo codes: StayLocal$100 or StayLocal§200

through 3.20.25 0or 4.6.25-5.7.25
(holidays excluded, fees & taxes not included)

10% off any night, any cabin, 2 night min.
Promo codes: StayLocaltistoric10%. | @Y @®
or StayLocalLuxury10% 3y ‘t‘p-

through 3.20.25 o
(holidays excluded) @:'.' !

(fees & taxes not included)
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ORDER ONLINE for takeout:

SistersSaloon.net

Classic 1912 Saloon
& Family-Friendly Dining
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Sun-Thurs 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
541-549-RIBS ¢ 190 E. Cascade Ave.

Interior Design. Furnishings. Antiques. Art.
Lighting. Accessories. Gifts & More!

wurns ;
64654 Cook Avenue. Bend, OR 97703

"

U

Guest Services 541.388.1495
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Frontiers in Science
PRESENTED BY THE SISTERS SCIENCE CLUB

CASCADIA SUBDUCTION ZONE:
RECKONING WITH
THE REALLY BIG ONE

Dr. Liz Safran, Lewis & Clark Colleg

The Pacific Northwest is rocked by the same kinds of
giant earthquakes and tsunamis that wreaked such
havac in Japan in 2011 and the Indian Ocean in 2004.
The vast majority of Oregon’s essential infrastructure
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is at risk. When — not if — the next magnitude 9

earthquake strikes the Pacific Northwest, it

will trigger the worst disaster in U.S. history.

Dr. Safran will explain the origins and anticipated consequences of earth-
quakes and touch on some of the efforts to reduce risk and build resilience.

Tuesday, March 25, 7 p.m.

Sisters Swo The Belfry, 302 E. Main Ave. Sisters C
Science @@ Doors open at 6 p.m._ L
Clu for social hour, food & drink!
Admission: $5 at the door; Teachers & Students - FREE

SAVE THE DATES: www.sistersscienceclub.org
Tuesday, April 22 - Frontiers in Science Lecture
Sunday, April 27 - Fundraiser, FivePine Conference Center

BRING YOUR CURIOSITY AND AN APPETITE FOR KNOWLEDGE!



